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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


PROFESSOR WOODS’ SERMON. 


Mr. Eprror—You are at liberty to publish the fol- 
Jowing thoughts and remarks, on a Sermon purport- 
ing to have been delivered at the Ordination of the 
Rev. Thomas M. Smith, of Portland, (July 31, 1822) 
by Professor Woops, of Andover. With a few ex- 
ceptions, the sermon would be pleasing to ail real 
christians, of whatever persuasion ; but those excep- 
tions are imnportant, and when duly considered, ma- 
terially effect its character. Taking it for granted, 
° that it was delivered with every expression of sincer- 





n ity and tender love, of which the speaker was capable, 
Li I do not wonder that the discourse should have been 
4 so generally admired. Had [I not been previously 
€ knowing to Dr. Woods’ rugged articles of faith, I 
- should have been as highly charmed with his glow- 
q ing and animated expressions of benevolence, as any 
\- other person. But alas, I know it to be nothing but 
n an elegant, and we may say, eloquent covering, for 
e ihe old carcase of Calvinism. For that reason it be- 
h comes my duty to expose the monstrous inconsisten- 
re cy of its learned and ingenious author. The more im- 
n partially benevolent the orthodox preachers pretend 
b- to be, the greater need there is of following them up, 
o pointing out, either the inconsistency of their creed, 
ie or the dissimulation of such pretensions, for they can- 
oe not be harmonized. 

Ti is not my intention to be formal or particular in 
iD hese remarks; but to notice the principal state- 
re ments and arguments in the sermon, accompanied 
V- with such questions, reflections or observations as 
ug may offer themselves at the moment 
k- Having for his text, 2 Cor. x, 4, “ For the weap- 
$f ons of our warfare are not carnal,” the Doctor’s first 
b- particular was, * To consider the nature and cireum- 
nd stances of the warfare,” which he justly defined to be, 
0- a determined opposition to allerror, and all sin. He 
iis says, “* We must pursue the same object with the 
he Captain of our Salvation, who came to destroy the 
vn empire of sin 3” which embraces all sin, in all its 
lie forms. Let not the reader forget this declaration. It 
at Mis none the less true for coming from a reverend pro- 
“t- fessor at Andover ; and if we should find him here- 
y.” Ge after denying it, we must remember, that his denial 
he He will be none the more true, for coming from that 
An quarter. Tet us exhibit our moderation, by looking 
By at this subject for a moment. What did the Doctor 


say, concerning our Saviour’s OBJECT in coming into 
ice fm tlie world? Why, he says, “ the object of the Cap- 
oi tain of our Salvation, was, to destroy the empire of 
0 in.” Well, suppose he should not succeed in des- 
jou Mme roying that empire? What then? Answer; he 
yall would be defeated and disappointed in the object for 
which he came, just as any of his servants would be, 
who should undertake to accomplish some object, 
and fail. Again, the Professor says, “ Our office of 
yenevolence, binds us to eppose error, ali error. The 
Mb in wickedness. Qur office, then, requires 
ickeaness—to exert all our powers 
vil. The interests of the universe de- 
Astance which is made against sin. 
spare it, inany of its forms.” Very 
admitted, and what would be the 
avoidable inference? Would it 
» as a Jeader and Captain, would not 
Bvolent in his office, as he requires his fol- 
i ministers to be in theirs, unless he exerted 
vers toovercome sin, in all its forms, in ev- 
of its empire ? Would he not abandon the 
s of the universe, unless he resisted the cetri- 
influence of sin ? So we are compelled,either 
lieve that Jesus has not power, sufficient to re- 
t, Overcome and finally destroy all sin and make 
€ universe holy and happy ; or, that he has the 
Power, but is mot disposed to exert it; or we must 
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whole empire of sin, extending his salvation to the 
ends of the earth. 

“ We are to consider, secondly,” says the Doctor, 
“ what weapons are to be employed in this warfare. 
Divine truth, then, exhibited in all its extent, and 
with all its power, is the instrument, and the only in- 
strument, to be employed in this warfare.” This is 
charming language, and would appear at first sight,to 
be very explicit ; and as \though that was the case, 
the author of the sermon repeats the phrase, “ divine 
truth,” to an excess, that would, in 4 preacher of less 
renown, be considered tautological. But suppose 
we inquire, what the Doctor means, by “divine truth, 
in all its extent ?” Did his hearers sufficiently at- 
tend to this point? Every discerning reader, who is 
at all acquainted with the character or writings of 
Professor Woods, must know that, he meant the 
Five Points of Calvinism, in the repetition of the 
words, * divinetruth.” He is one of the most acute 
and watchful controversialists of the day ; and has 
boldly entered the field, in defence of the rugged doc- 
trines of John Calvin. Dr. Woods is the champion 
of Calvinism in New-England. So that, in reading 
his sermon, we, ought to interpret the smooth and 
captivating words, “divine truth,” to mean the five 
points of Calvin’s system. Hence, his meaning is, 
“ Calvinism, then, exhibited in all its extent, and 
with all its power, is the instrament, and the only in- 
strument, to be employed in this warfare.” O, how 
different would his discourse have sounded, had he 
not concealed the deformities of his doctrine, under 
the most sweet and musical terms, [Let every can- 
did reader examine the following quotations from 
Professor Woods’ Reply to Doctor Ware. He says, 

‘* God must have eternally designed to de just what he does 
in the present dife,.end what he will ec in (ae judgmeat day ; 
that is, he must have designed to save that same number of in- 
dividuals. Now God actually saves a definite number of indi- 
viduals. He saves that definite number,.and na.more or less. 


He must then, have determined to doit. Divine grace in the 
conversion of sinners, is distinguishing; in other words, of 


those who are equally unworthy of favor, and equally deseiv- 
ing of punishment, some are renewed, and others are not.— 
Divine grace actually makes a difference among those who are 
equally sinful, renewing some and not others. So far as the 
conduct of sinners is concerned, it is wholly unconditional.” 

More need not be quoted, to show that, Dr. Woods 
strenuously holds that God determined from all eter- 
nity to save a certain definite number of individuals, 
and no inore ; therefore, no more can possibly be sav- 
ed without disappointing and frustrating Almighty 
God, in his own eternal purposes and decrees. Here 
then, we have the substance of his system of divine 
truth ; and it eventuates in the final salvation and 
felicity of a definite number of individuals, and the 
ultimate destruction and damnation of all the rest of 
the human family, though they are po more deserving 
of punishment, than the chosen individuals ; and all 
the events which take place, in the lives and final des- 
tination of each class, are parts of the divine adminis- 
tration, which God determined should come to pass, 
from all eternity. With this holy weapon, the Doc- 
tor exhorts his brethren to carry on a holy war against 
all sin, and all error. 

Now, reader, let us indulge in a few queries, and 
we will pass og to the next proposition in the sermon. 
How does this doctrine agree with the nature of the 
warfare, as before given, viz. ‘to destroy the empire 
of sin 5 to destroy all sin, in all its forms 2?” Was a 
more palpable contradiction ever stated ? Did Jesus 
come to destroy that empire of sin, in which God de- 
termined from eternity, to make a great part of his 
rational offspring, everlastingly miserable ? No ; and 
to pretend it, is sophistry in its most shameless and 
disgusting forms. Does Dr. Woods hold that the 
interests of the universe, require the salvation of those. 
individuals, whose endless damnation was decreed 
from eternity, as a part of the divine administration : 
No; but according to his express declarations, should 





they be saved, the interests of the universe would sus- 





- 


become universalists, and believe he will destroy the! tain an infinite injury. Requesting all who read this 


article, to bear these things in mind, I will pass to the 
Doctor’s third proposition, viz. 

* Having pointed out the proper instruments of ou: 
warfare, I am now to show in what manner they are 
to be employed” Under this head many fine things 
are said, among which, considerable fault is found 
with.** Luther and other reformers,” for the improper 


manner in which they * opposed the corruptions of 
the Romish Church.” Itis said,—“In the teat of 


battle, those excellent nen appear sometimes to have 
forgotten, that they were called to seek the salvation 
of their enemies, not their destruction. They forgot 
that the soul of a Pope or a Papist was as precious, 
as the soul of a Protestant, and that Jesus died for 
one, as wellas the other.” But what now, reverend 
Doctor ? You appear, also, to be somewhat forget 

ful. You have forgotten what you wrote to Dr. Ware, 
or what is worse, you mean to dissemble. Did you 
not contend that a certain definite number was to be 
saved and 2o more? Reader, will he defend the pal 

pable absurdity, that the Reformers ought to have 
sought the salvation of those Popes and Papists, that 
were foreordained to endless damnation 2? Or does 
he mean that ell popes and papists, are of the elect ? 
To whom were the souls of reprobates so precious ; 
and in what sense did Christ die for them? Did he 
taste death for them, with the intention of saving 
them ? Then, he was at war with the divine decrees ! 
To be sure, according to Calvinism, Jesus died for 
Papists, as well as for Protestants. But, mark ye ; 
the meaning is, he died for all the clect of both, and no 
others ; since that definite number were chosen to 
salvation and no more ! 

But, suppose we put the guestien to the Doctor, 
and ask him, whether he believes that it was in the 
pomer of the Reformers to save one more Papist, than 
what God actually did save 2? He certasnly must an- 
swer inthe negative, or deny the first principle of his 
doctrine, viz. that God actually saves the number of 
individuals, whom he determined to save. How pre- 
posterous then, are all his feigned lamentations, that 
the Reformers, had not conducted in a different 
manner, 

He says, “ Here, brethren, Curisr isto be om 
pattern. Ife made war against the kinGpomM of er- 
ror and sin, and he pursued it tmeessantly.” But 
how shall we construe language like this ?- Does the 
preacher mean, that we should take Christ for our 
PATTERN, and then go far beyond him in our benev- 
olence 2? Did Jesus do all he could, to destroy the 
kingdom of error and sin ? Take some person for an 
example ; say, Judas Iscariot. Did Jesus try all the 
means at his command, to save Judas, and get disip- 
pointed ? Nay, did he exert any means atall, with 
the intention to save him at last? If he did, was it 
not an endeavor to break his own decree ? for by the 
way, Dr. Woods is a strict Trinitarian, and holds that 
Jesas Christ is the infinite and omnipot -nt God. 
Then the plain English of the solecism would be this: 
The God Jesus, from eternity decreed the endiess 
misery of Judas, and vet exerted his Omnipotence to 
renew and save him ; but was disappornted in the at- 
tempt! The same will equally apply, in relation to 
the kingdom of sin, in all its forms and extent. It 
the Lord Jesus undertook to destroy the empire of 
sin, and does not succeed, where 1s the perfection of 
his work or character ? 

As ifto cap a climax, that it might be perfect in ab- 
surdity, the preacher says,—* Only let a m nister’s 
heart be thus filled with tenderness ; let him love his 
congregation, asthat affectionate, dying father loves 
his children; and he will preach the truths of relig- 
ion without reserve, and without fear. His love will 
flow out in such visible forms, that all will be convine- 
ed of his sincerity.” ‘This minister, we must recol- 
lect, in all this labor of love, is supposed to imitate the 
conduct of Jesus, the omnipotent Saviour of sinners. 
But did this saviour do by the human family, as an 
affectionate, dying father would do fot his offspring ° 
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In orderto decide on this pot, we must suppose 
the father to be invested with omuipotence, and see 
whether his compassion would lead him to exert his 
power for the salvation of some individuals of his 
family, and no more ; or whether he would bless and 
save the whole. What affectionate, dying father 
would actually make a difference, among children) 
equally deserving of punishient,and renew and make | 
happy an elect number, but appoint the rest to final | 
wretchedness ? 





Bring the question to a point. Dr. | 
Woods isthe father of a family of children. Now, if} 
he had the power to save thein all from eternal wo, | 
how many would he finally save ? Suppose he was | 
on a death-bed, and his children should ail meet, and 
come around him, to hear his last, paternal benedic- 
tion? Having obtained permission, suppose they 
should ask him, how many of them be had determin- 
ed to make eternally miserable, with the power to 
bless the whole, if so disposed 2 Would he proceed 
ov the principles of bis doctrine, make an infinite dif- 
ference among those who were equally guilty, and 
elect some to everlasting life, and reprobate the oth- 
ers, to astate of endless misery ? If not, his com- 
parison disproves his doctrine, himself being judge. 
How can Dr. Woods’ children entertain any better 
opinion of the omnipotent Saviour, whom he holds 
up, inthe above character, than they would of their 
own father, acting on the same principles ? 

Butas it was an ordination sermon, I may, with- 
out calling in question his atfection for his people, 
apply the rule to the young minister. Suppose,then, 
that the Rev.7" .W. Smith, should rise before his con- 
vregation, and informing them that it was left entire- 
ly at his disposal and pleasure, to save every individ- 
ual of them, or cast off some of them eternally,should 
idd that, having the same love for his congregation, 
that a Gving father has for his family, and that the 
Lord Jesus, actually had for the world of man, he 
had affectionately determined to elect a certain defi- 
nite number to eternal life, and to appoint all the 
rest, to everlasting damnation 2? Would he long be 
respected and beloved by that people 2? And yet he 
would be a perfect representative of the God and Sa- 
viour, in whom Ins theological teacher, piofesscs to 
Leheve. 

On the whole, I can assuve your readers, Sir, that 
i consider Dr. Woods’ sermon, at the ordination of 
Mr. Smith, as the most artful and plausible spectmen 
of soplustical sermonizing that ever has come under 


inv observation. OBSERVATOR. 





Practical. 
INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
Man seems to be placed in this world to contend 
with all that variety of ills which are incident to life ; 
to encounter all the dangers and difficulties which 
surround and perplex him ; and to be the sport of al- 
ternate fears and hopes ; at one time, elated with the 
prospect of happy anticipations ; at another, depress- 
ed, and sorrowfal, sighing over the barren waste of 
disappointed expectations. Coutinual change and 
decay seem to be engraven on every thing around 
bi. In vain does he look for any form of material 
existence, which can withstand the “iron teeth of 
time.’ ‘hough the pyramid may stand a monament 
of magnificence and art, for many ages, and excite 
the admiration and wonder of inany generations ; 
vet it will ultimately tumble mto ruins. The sculp- 
tured marble, which points us to the tombs of de- 
parted worth, will lose its inscriptions, in the moss- 
grown coverings of time, and at last, pass nunoticed 
amid the desolations of the chureh-yard. Here then, 
man can read his own fate tn every thing around him, 
Yes, even man himself, with all his boasted wisdom, 
cannot survive the “wreck of time.” Alexander 
could copquer the world ; but death could conquer 
Alexander. Bonaparte could make all the poten- 
tates of Europe tremble on their thrones ; but death 
could confine Bonaparte in the dark and narrow 
dungeon of the grave. There are none, however 
great or noble their condition, who can elude or re- 
sist the icy arms of death. All ranks and condi ions, 
every age and sex, must fall easy vietims to the “king 
of terrors.” Since, then, death 1s the universal law 
of nature, it becomes us to reflect upon the approach- 


ing period of dissolution, and to prepare for that sol- 
euin and trying hour, when the aching eye shall close 
upon every thing delightful; and the beart shall be 
severed from every thing to which itis attached. In 
this critical situation, nothing can be better calculated 
to support and cheer us, than an unshaken confidence 
in God our Saviour. If we but have this, it will shoot 
a benign and smiling ray of hope, through the dark- 
ness of the sepuichre; cheer the prospects of the 
tomb; and enable us to exclaim, i the agonies of 
dissolution, * O death! where isthy sting. O grave! 
where is thy victory.” 

fv passing through the mazes of perplexity and the 
labyrinth of woe which are attendant on life, what Is 
b tter calculated to guide and direct us than the 
pipie. Wherever christianity has dawned, this 
book of God has been considered as a welcome ane 
friendly messenger ; a visiter from the courts of hea- 
ven. ‘The object of this book, so replete with in- 
struction and reproof—so full of encouragement and 
consolation—so big with mercy and with love—is not 
to aggravate the miseries of man; to dampen the 
nobler feelings of the heart; or to cast a single shade 
of darkness over the light of immortality. No; 
more elevated, more interesting, more sublime is its 
object. It comes to strengthen the faculties of the 
human soul; to brighten the prospects of faith ; to 
open every avenue of hope; to unfold to man the 
inysteries of another and a better world. The be- 
nign influences of this celestial visiter, have not on- 
ly changed the external depurtment, but they have 
renewed the heart. By them, the passions are tam- 
ed and regulated. By them, the voice of profanity 
is silenced ; and the tongue of falsehood and slander 
is made an organ of praise. By them, the character 
and dignity of man are exalted. By them, the great- 
est revolutions in society have been effected. Where 
once the shout of triumph, the shrieks of the wound- 
ed, and the groans of the dying, composed the music 
of a war-dance, the psalms of David and the songs 
of Zion are sung ip celebrations of the christian re- 
ligion. Where once the forest echoed with the yell 
of savage fierceness, now stands the sanctuary dedi- 
cated to Heavea, resounding with antheins of praise, 
and the sweetest hallelujahs of grace. 

Ifthe Bible then, has effected such revolutions, 
then a belief in the bible, that it is a revelation from 
God, is of the utmost importance. Let us then place 
unplicit confidence in it. ‘Phen shall we derive con- 
solation from the doctrine it enforces—knowledge 
from the sentiments it inculcates—and conifort from 
the hope it inspires. Then, were a host of infidels to 
creep forth from the darkness of their sepulchres, 
* bearing the image of life and death ;” and to tell us 
that our hope was nothing but the effect of a chimer- 
ical and enthusiastic imagination ; we would say to 
them, begone with your “ vanities and lies,” in death 
you couch with the beast, whilst we calmly sleep up- 
on the bosom of our Saviour. 

We may believe the bible to be a revelation from 
God, and yet, we may differ in opinion respecting 
the sentiments it contains. What though there bea 
petty wall of distinction between us; think you, that 
the * Father of mercies” will make it an eternal bar- 
rier betweenus. No. [tis the sincerity of the heart 
which God approves. We may embrace erroneous 
sentinents of minor consequence, through ignorance 
(uot prejudice or intention) with so much sincerity, 
that our attachment to them shall be laudable, and 
meet the approbation of Heaven. But they are the 
fundamental principles of truth which we are requir- 
ed to believe 3; the most essential of which are the 
existence of God, and the truth of the gospel. I 
pause—TI seem to hear it whispered in my ear, the 
doctrine of eternal punishment is fundamental, be- 
Cause it is necessary to restrain mankind from doing 
evil. Here it may not be improper to remark tiat 
there are (wo kinds of belief. The one originates in 
a conviction, upon sufficient evidence, of the truth of 
the fact which we believe. The other is founded on 
this, and implies a realizing sense of the fact be- 
lieved. <A belief of this latter description, is such as 
we are required to have inthe gospel. And this is 
a belief unto salvation. That a belief of the former 
kind influences menin their conduct we do not deny. 
A man’s conduct is the index. to his principle. But 
when men aet under the influence of sueh a belief, 





and are restrained from doing evil, they act contrary 





to their incliuations and dispositions of their hearts. 
‘Por that which they do, they allow not; for what 
they would, that do they not; but what they hate, 
that do they.” Rom. vii. 15. That a belief of this 
kind—a belief in the perpetuity of punishment, may 
deter those, who believe it, from doing overt acts of 
wickedness, we readily admit; but that it amends 
their dispositions we as readily deny. Now, let me 
ask who, that has a belief, with a realizing sense of 
the existence of God; and that he is walking eon- 
linvally in the presence of his majesty, aad beneat) 
a full view of bis all scrutinizing eye that pervades 
creation, would knowingly do evil in opposition to his 
command, even though he were conscious that his 
God 1s good, and that “his tender mereies are over 
all the works of his hands ;” and that he will eventu- 
ally restore all mento holiness and happiness. Me: 
thinks that such a sentiment, instead of filling the 
heart with malign and diabolical intentions, would 
soften it, though it were adamant, and enkindle in it 
the liveliest emotions of gratitude to God for his be. 
nevolence towards the children of men. Let no one, 
then say that this sentiment leads to licentiousness, 
while the doctrine of endless punishment is evident- 
ly the frightful iastrumer t of making many bypo- 
crites. Letall, then, candidly and impartially exam- 
ine the scriptures, that they may embrace the truth, 
and believe the gospel. If we have a realizing sense 
of these things, in vain will vice spread around us 
her fascinating charms ; and in vain will she attempt 
to beguile us with her enchantmems. We shall have 
a grand discovery of the loveliness of virtue. We 
shall behold her at once, giving a glow to the mind, 
a suavity to temper, a grace to conversation, a sweet. 
ness to friendship, a loveliness to society, an honou: 
to religion, a dignity to man, and a charm to exist- 
ence. JUVENIS, 


W—p, Aug. 25, 1825. 
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CALVIN AND SERVETUS. 

A long and elaborate article appeared in the last “Cviris: §f 
tian Mirror,” in vindication of the conduct of Joux Carvin, 4 
in relation to the arrest, trial and condemnation of Micuar. ®& 


Servetus, who was burnt at Geneva, Oct. 27, 1553. We 
have neither leisure nor inclination, to examine every partic 
ular in the editer’s defence of Calvin, nor is it at all necessa 
ry toa right understanding of the unpleasant subject on which 
he wrote. The character of the Reformer’s conduct, in re- 

lation to the point in dispute, can be as fairly ascertained 

from three or four of the twelve particulars which he publish J | 


ed, as from more. We shall, therefore, take an extract from 


the editor’s vindication of Calvin’s doings, that will embrace } 

the points on which the merits of his inquiry, concerning hin, & 

must turn; and leave it for all candid readers to make uy : 

their opinion according to the reasonableness and truth that | 

our examination may exhibit. The following is from the 

Mirror of September 5th :— 
“T have often heard John Calvin accused of burning Mi- ' 


chaelServetus. I have no particular cencern in vindicatin 
Calvin; but I should hike to be informed, whether, 
did commit such a crime, and what were the circug 

Rerry—* 1. It is admitted that M. Servet 
Geneva, Cct.. 27, 1553, by an order of the 
conviction and trial for heresy and blasphe 

“2. It is admitted thet N. dela Fonta 
tion, which was the cause of his being arn 
of Calvin 

“3, It is admitted that Calvin appea 
when called, and assisted in the trial by fr 
on which Servetus was convicted.”—MWirror. 
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Now let us carefully and impartially examine th 
bove admitted, with the circumstances connected! 
same, and see to what they amount. Ifit should a 
the whole, that Calvin was not a murderer at heart, b 
















disposed to rescue Servetus from the attack of his murd 
enemzes, it must be acknowledged that his gaod name has sf 
fered a real injury. 





But before we attend to that point, it may be well to ob- 
serve, that the inquiry, as above quoted, is so expressed as to 


adinit.a play on words, by which the real question, concern 
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ing Calvin, is very much distorted. The inquirer, (who by 
the way, is the editor of the Mirror) is made to ask, whether 
‘ John Calvin is justly accused of burning Servetus;? as tho’ 
it was generally understood that he did, personally, effect the 
death of that unfortunate sufferer. 
a mere ignoramus, knows is a misrepresentation of the fact 

When it is roundly asserted, that Calvin murdered, or burnt, or 
put to death, M. Servetus, the meaning is, that he instigated a 


This, every one, except 


prosecution, which eventuated in that fatal deed. Heis con- 


| ‘sidered infamous, in the part which he took in the prosecu- 
tion, because he knew the severity of the law of Geneva — 
These ig facts, we have reason to suspect the motive of 


hi who framed the question, and answered it, as though 

Calvin was generally considered the personal executroner of 
: Our remarks will relate principally to the 2d and 3d facts, 
| above admitted. Says Mr. Rand— 
t “2, Itis admitted that N. de la Fontain laid the accusa- 
tion, which was the cause of his being arrested, by the advice 
of Calvin.” 
3 By this it is allowed that Servetus was arrested at Culvin’s 
request, when he knew that if the charge of heresy should be 
proved against him, the laws of the city would require him to 
be burnt; and it should not be suppressed, that the person, 
who, by Calvin’s advice, appeared before the magistrate, was 
one of his domestics. What more need be said to demonstrate 
the murderous designs of the instigator of the prosecution. 
Having heard that Servetus was in Geneva, he advised one of 
his own family to prefer an accusation of heresy and blas- 
phemy against him, and gave information to the magistrates, 
who were under obligation to arrest him. 
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The crime of blas- 
hy phemy was alleged, rendering his arrest on the Sabbath, the 
. more excuseable. Hence, the matter is just as plain, as the 
following, viz. By Calvin’s advice, Servetus was arrested un- 
der the penalty of being burnt, if found guilty ; he was ac- 
: cordingly tried, condemned, and exccuted. So that, if the 
execution was honorable, Calvin should have the praise; but 
= & f it was infernal, he deserves the ignominy. The inference 
is unavoidable, unless it can be proved, that, seeing the un- 
happy condition of the accused, he refused to assist in his 
, & conaemnation, and protested against the decision of the 
nate, after their sentence was executed. 

tended; for the editor continues— 


TD 
> 


But this is not pre- 


a j “3. It is admitted that Calvin appeared in the Senate, 
% when called, and assisted in the trial by furnishing evidence 
cL on which Servetus was convicted.” 
ye Then it is admitted that he did all in his power to convict 
c a him of a crime, whose punishment was, that he should be 
a & burnt! He was ready to go into the Senate, when called, 
ch and he could be of no service there, before; he assisted in the 
e- trial by furnishing evidence, without which he could not 
ea § have been condemned ; and Calvin could do no more, “ not 
he being one of the Senate.’ Now then, we have the subject as 
yr} ‘really is, and Calvin is the principal actor in the tragedy. 
co Had it not been for his advice in procuring the arrest, and his 
ny, assistance in furnishing the evidence, there is no proof that 
uf Servetus would have been arrested, tried, condemned, or 
at turnt! Nor is there a shadow of evidence that he protested 
he against the duings of the Senate. So far from it, we can 
. produce ample testimony from Calvin’s own letters, that he 
Tt. 







_ Was intent on the death of his opponent, though he might 
Mepot prefer burning him. He declared in a confidential letter to 
f his friends, that 

Meyetus should ever fall into his hands, he should 
it of them alive.” (Cul. ad Furel, E:pist.) 

aw that Servetus remained firm in his opinions 
Mate, he said in a letter, “I hope at least, the 
be capital ; 
ated.” And after the execution of the unfortu- 
ts, Calvin wrote in a letter to the high Chamber- 
the king of Navarre, saying, 










but I desire the severity of it 













onors, glory, and riches shall be the reward of your pains; 
tbove all, do not fail to rid the country of those zealous 
Undrels, who stir up the people to revolt against us. Sucli 
nsters should be exterminated, as I have erterminated Ser- 
ttus, the Spaniard.” (Ecc. Researches. Lond. p. 348.) 







Does he not claim the same honor and glory to himself, for 


aving exterminated Servetus, that. he promises others, for 





ke o} rene ans > } ° 
Sb “S@ morous deeds? And what right has Mr. Rand to deny 
to tm the honor which he claims? We say, “Render toall 
aeix dues.” 


rvi- 





But Calvin’s modern admirers pretend, he was merciful ; 
because he preferred a milder death, than burning. Let us 
see then how much mercy he exhibited. In a letter, he gives 
the following relation of Servetus, after he was sentenced :— 


“After sentence of death was pronounced upon hin, at 
one time he stood like a person astonished, at another, he 
gave deep sighs, and at others, ne shrieked like one affright- 
ed by apparitions; and this increased upon him, till he 
continually cried out™in the manner of Spaniards, mercy ! 
mercy !”’ 

But alas! did his cries and shrieks excite any mercy in the 
adamantine heart of his triumphant enemy? Calvin adds, 

‘When he was brought to the place of punishment, our 
brother and minister, Farel, with difficulty, extorted from 
him, by earnest exhortation, his consent that the assembly 
should unite with him in prayer.” 

What an obstinate heretic he must have been, to refuse to 
join in prayer with that merciful assembly! Probably they 
meant to pray that God would forgive him as Calvin had ; 
and that he would treat him with as much mercy as they did! 
If Servetus had been as pious as his praying friends, must 
he not have taken a deep interest in the prayer of those, who 
were united in burning him alive for his religious belief?— 
Blessed creatures! they had only chained him to a stake, 
puta wreath of straw sprinkled with brimstone, round his 
No fire 


had, as yet, been applied; and how could he refuse to unite 


head, and made fast his neck with a large rope. 


in prayer? 

Now it is well understood that the influence of Calvin at 
Geneva, was such, that had his mercy led him to urge the 
acquital of Servetus, that it would have been granted. But 
he said that “Christian magistrates, whom God had armed 
with the Sword to defend the glory of his name, should blush 
at theirceldness in defending the truth.” He asserted the 
necessity of using the secular power, to exterminate heresy. 
Then where are the traits of his mercy ? 

Mr. Rand endeavors to exonerate Calvin from’ guilt, by 
saying, he * had no part in passing the sentence, and was not 
one of the Senate,’ &c. But his ot being one of the Senate 
is the very reason, why he had nohand in the sentence! He 
openly expressed a bope that the sestence would be capital! 

We are told, “« Itis unfair to represent Servetus as sutlering 
merely for his religious opinions; he avas aceused and con- 
victed of blaspheiny,” &c. How futile is thts? Were not the 
expressions which he is said to have used, relatmg to the 


’ the evidence of his “ religious opinions?” Blas- 


“‘ trinity,’ 
phemous as his assertions were, the doctrine of a trinity of 
persons, proved tobe the child of Leelzebub; for the Devil 
was a murderer from the beginning, and this notion led to 
the murder of the supposed blasphemer ! 

“Calvin's conduct, (Mr. Rand says) was approved by his 
cotemporaries,” end he might have added, by many of the 


presenttime. Butwhat does that prove, except that such as 


vindicate his cause, are possessed of the sane disposition? o1 
that they are erroneous in their opinions ? 

The most remarkable part of the editor’s answer, remains 
still to be noticed; and as we have oceup.ed much more 
room already, than we intended, in this examination, our 
remarks must be very brief. After laboring to such tedious 
length, in vindicating the conduct of Calvin, Mr. Rand says : 

*“ We do not consider these historical facts as a justification 
of the course pursued against Servetus. We believe that 
f'alvin, the Senate of Geneva, and the whole world, had er- 
roneous views of the propriety of arraigning men for their 
religious tenets before civil tribunals,” &c. ** We have ans- 
wered the question beforeus at so much length, not because 
weare followers of Calvin, for we have never subscribed to 
his creed,’ &e. “Calvin might very conse‘entious/y take the 
parthe did.” 

The reader must not smile at these monstrous inconsisten- 
Mr. Rand 


make us believe, that he had devoted nearly three columns of 


cies; because the subject is too serious. would 


his wnfinttely valuable paper, to the defence of one who was 
very conscientious in procuring the death of a heretic, and 
yet, not mean to offer any justtfication of his conduct! ! 


Confusion ’ 


worse confounded Yes, more than all that, 


you must not suppose he isa Calvrmst! the wonderful “ we” 


who wrote that long article, has never subscribed to a Calvin- 


istcreed! Well done; proceed on, Mr. Vindicator ! 
votwitustanding he does not follow Calvin, or justify his 
conduct, he says: 


“Weare not ashamed however lo avow that we write ‘thi 
im part, to retrieve from uneeserved x: 


tharacter of an emin 


q 

4 ‘ ) } } 
yroach and calumny the 
ntiy devoted Christian end minister of 





Jesus Christ, long since dead.” “Let us not, for one error 
in judgment, condemn as a murderer that very man,to whom, 
more than any other since the days of Paul, we are indebted 
for the light by which we walk in Christian hberty without 
invlestation or fear.”’ 

Does it not look like justification of Calvin, to allow him 
but “one error,” and that“ of judgment,” notthe heart; and 
tocallhim an eminently devoted Christian and minister of 
Jesus; second only to Paul? The subject is submitted to the 
investigation aud decision of the candid of all denominations: 
investigation and d f tl lid of all den Atior 

——— > te 

In our 7th number, we gave information that the Rev. Fay- 
ette Mace, whocontemplated making a tour through several 
States, preparatory to visiting England, would pass throug) 
the interior of New-Hampshire, Vermont,&c. We have since 
learned that, on more mature reflection and by advice of his 
friends, he has concluded to take another course, and go by 
way of Boston, Norwich, (Con.) New-York, and on to Phila- 
delphia. With all our heart we wish Br. Mace abundant suc- 
cess; and have no doubt, from the knowledge we have of him, 
and the undivided approbation with which his labors were re- 
ceived in this region. butthat he will meet with due encour- 
agement, in the more populous places, which he may chance 
to visit. 


_——2 +o — 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

A very amiable and compassionate woman of the Calvinist 
Baptist persuasion. attended several Sabbaths on the minisrty 
of Rev. Mr, PHE**#*#*) Of GE*E*** who is also a strict Calvin 
ist. Being asked how she liked, Mr. P. she replied, ‘To teib 
you the plain truth, aim not at all pleased with his preach 
ing. Pray, how can that be, said the inquiring friend, since 
you are both Calvinists? Well, I will tell you, said she, Mr 
P. appears to be so much pleased with the endless damnation 
of the reprobates, and gives them upto the devil with so 
much cheerfulness, that I perfeetly abhor to hear him pre 
tend to preach, in the name of the mere/ful Jesus! 

—_— 
REV. MR. BALFOUR’S PUBLICATION. 

We feel desirous of directing the particular attention o: 
our readers, more especially those in this State, to the propos 
als of the Rev. Walter Balfour, of Charlestown, Mass. fo: 
publishing by subscription, ** An Inquiry into the Seripturat 
import of the words, Sheo/, Hades, Tartarosas, and Gehenne, 
all translated [lerz, inthe common English version.” 


CONDITIONS. 

The work shall be handsomely printed in one volume octa- 
vo, to contain between four and five -huudred pages, and be 
delivered to subscribers at two cdollarsin boards. Persons be- 
coming accountable for six copies, can receive a seventh gra- 
tis. ‘Phe work will be put to press on the Ist of September 
inst. if itshall then appear that a sufficient number of copies 
are taken to warrant its publication; at which time, it is re 
quested that the subscription papers be returned to the pub 
lisher in Charlestowu. July 21, 1823. 


Notice is again given that Subscriptions will be received at 
this office, and by the Editor. The friends to whom Subser'p 
tion Papers have been sent, ave requested to make as seasor- 
able returns as possible. We doubt not the work will be high- 
ly interesting, and richly compensate the subscriber for hs 
expense of pur hase, ’ 


——2 +o 


’ 
No’s. 1 & 2. 

fe Those Agents who may have received a : irplus mur 
berof the first and second impressions of the present volume 
of the “ Christian Intelligencer,” will conter a favor on 
the Editor by forwarding thein by mail or otherwise to thi: 
office. And subseribers, who do not keeprezular files of then 
papers, will receive the thanks of the Editor by returning the 
above numbers, if they are not much injured. 

ee 
TO CORRESPOND ENTS. 

We gratefully acknowledge the favors of all our 
pondemts, and solicit a continuance of like kindness: 

“ Nazanenus” is expected to continue. His long silence: 
is much regretted 

“ Ornicen’s” punctuality merits our warmest thanks 

“ Juvenrs,” (whose communication we publish to day,) we 
hope will continue his free-will offerings. 

‘“‘Perrus” shall receive fair play. 

“S.S.” came too late for this day’s paper. It 
place in our next. “ F. M," will also appear in our next. 


mres 
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MARRIED. 

In Falmouth, by Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Winthrop G. Mars- 
ton, of this town, to Miss Charlotte Hanah Griggs, formerly 
of the City of Boston. 

TO ET rT 
DIED, 

In thistown, Auz 30th, Sana H. Goorn, aged 20; elde + 
daughter of Mr. Joseph Goold, Jr. Possessed of an amiab! 
disposition, respectful and filialin her deportment to | 
rents: affable and complacent in the soc al cirele; in 
ousand economical in ber habits, and constant and attentiy 
at public worship, Sax. was unexceptionably admired, as 
her early death is deeply lamented. 
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POWTRY. 


{The following beautiful lines are taken from a “ Specimen 
of Penmanship,” by Miss Saran H. Gooip, whose death is 
noticed in tais paper; and we publish them, not only to evince 
‘Ler taste in the choice of poetic composition, but to inspire our 
Juvenile readers with the same religious and devotional sen- 
timents. } 














THE BLISS OF HEAVEN. 


There is a clime where skies unclouded shed 
Peace on the spirits of the glorious dead ; 

The tree of Life that happy land adorns, 
And 10ses blush without surrounding thorns. 
Immortal Spring, the only season there, 
Breathes sweetest gales of pure ambrosial air, 
Rivers of pleasure roll their lucid tides, 

And flow’rs perennial blossom on their sides. 


There happy souls unite their fervent lays, 
And sound the peal of gratitude and praise ; 
The glowing seraphim, on wings of fire, 
With notes accordant strike the golden lyre. 
There Jesse’s Son, in brightest glory drest 
Approving smiles, amid the realms of rest: 
tiow diff’rent from the pangs he felt below, 
To save the nuMAN FAMILY from woe? 


Pale sorrow never saw those regions fair, 
Deatu never show’d his hasty visage there; 
B1is3 reigns secure, celestial praise and joy, 
he souls yp gees faculties employ. 

Who would not wish to see that peaceful shore, 
When wint'ry life’s tempest’ous voyage is o’ex ! 
And what sustains those holy realms above? 
ireanaAL Power, and EvervastinGc Love. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


THE CHRISTIAN OPITULATOR.......No. VL. 


—-— 


What ts the true signification of the word HELL ? 


The next passage, in whieh the word hell is found, 
isin Job xxvi. 6, “Dead things are found from un- 
der the waters and the inhabitants thereof. Hell is 
waked before him, (God,) and destruction has no cov- 
ering.” Ts any thing derived here from the use of 
the word hell, which involves the idea that it must be 
a place in another state of existence, for the endless 
punishment of the wicked? Will any one say, that 
it must mean this, because it 1s described as being 
“naked before God”? Then a great number of 
things give us to understand, that they too are places 
of eternal misery. The heart of mantis naked be- 
fore God—the intestines of this globe are exposed to 
his view. In short there is nothing bidden from him 
—nothing but is naked before him. Yet surely we 
should arrive at an unprecedented climax of logic 
to maintain that a thing is a literal everlasting burn- 
ing, merely because it is naked before God. The 
truth ts, there ts nothing in the passage, which intt- 
mates a state of misery after death. ‘* Hades, or the 
grave is naked before God;’ and be can destroy the 
nations with his judgments, and confine them “ un- 
der the waters.” +. 

Psalm ix. 17, “The wicked shall be turned into 
hell, with all the nations that forget God.” Tf, be- 
cause the wicked shall be turned into hell, we are 
necessarily to understand that they shall suffer eter- 
nally, you will perceive that it carries. the argument 
farther than any one would wish to have it. It proves 
too much, and therefore proves nothing. For if at 
proves any thing, according tothe common opinion, 
it proves that every member of the human family 
will be eternally miserable; * for all have sinned”— 
all are wicked. It does not say, that, those who die 
without experiencing religion, shall be endlessly tor- 
mented: it saysthat “the wicked shall be turned in- 
to hell? The word “wicked” must be taken here, 
,ceording to every rule of grammar, “in tts widest 
epnse.” Now as all are wicked, and as it says, they 
shall he turned into hell, you will perceive it will not 
answer to call it a place of eternal misery. But it 
will do to consider it a figurative expression, design- 
ed to-represent those inward distresses of mind arts- 
rag from guilt. This all the wicked do, and must 
exverience : beeause sin, naturally and inevitably, 
besets misery. Mankind, whether we consider them 
individually or collectively, de, according to the a- 
pove ealeulation, bring the nselves into misery. 

P.ilm xvi. 10, “ Mv flesh shall rest in hope, for 
thou wilt not leave my s mt in hell, nor suffer thy 





Christ, intends here to represent what did actually 
take place: That Christ should die, descend into 
hel! (hades,) and that lie shouid rise again from hell. 
Hell, here, means the literal grave or sepulchre of 
Joseph of Armithea, and nothing more. 

Psalm lv. 15, “ Let death seize upon them, and 
let them go down quickly into hell” (hades.) This 
passage requires no comment, as its literal intention 
is so manifest. Hell here signifies the literal grave. 
Certainly there is nothing in the text which gives 
hell the signification of endless misery. Neither can 
we suppose that David or any other man possessing 
one spark of benevolence, could pray for his enemies’ 
eternal misery. 

Psalm ixxxvi. 13, “ Greatis thy mercy toward me, 
and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest 
hell.” It appears, then, that David’s soul was in the 
lowest hell, and that he was delivered trom it, and all 
this before he died. "ell, here signifies a state of 
mental distress. 

Psaim cxvi. 13, * The sorrows of hell compassea 
ine, and the pains of heli gat hold upon me. | tound 
trouble and so:rrow.”) ‘This text, being the language 
of David expressed in nearly the same words with 
2 Sam. xxi. 6, which we have before considered, 
needs no other attention in this place, than merely 

to remark, that if the sorrows and pains of hell gat 
aold on David, while he was living, and from them 
he was delivered, we can have no possible ground to 
suppose, that the word hell, as here used, denotes a 
place of future misery from which there is no deliv- 
erance. 

Psalm cxxxix. 8, “If Lascend up into heaven, 
thou art there; if I make my bed in heii, behold 
thou art there. [i I take the wings of the morning 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even 
there thy hand shall lead me, and thy sight band hold 
ine.” This passage is a parallel one with Job x1. 8, 
upon which we have remarked. It goes to describe 
the omnipresence and protection of God, which ex 

tend even to hell, or the jowermost boundary, which 
the sacred writer could use to imply the idea, that 
even in the centre of the earth, God exists, support- 
wg. Tbe depth, the fleight, the length, the breadth 
of God’s presence, he compares to the most extreme 
limits of nature. And it is worthy of remark, for our 
consolation, that it is mot only omnipresent, but the 
sweet singer ol Israel represeats bim in all those dis- 
tant places, even in hell, as leading us, providing we 
could reach them, (which, indeed, ts impossible) wath 
his own kind hand, and holding us in bis right hand 
of protection. 

Prov. v. 8, “ Her feet go down to death; her steps 
take hold on hell.” Solomon, being the son of Da- 
vid, bad learned to make the same free use of this 
word, aod with the same signification that his father 
had before him. In this passage he shows us, what 
experience has ever confirmed, that the paths of vice 
and dissipation, lead to musery, and generally to a 
premature death; and that the grave is the next 
house to, if we may be aliowed the expression, 
the chamber of the lustful. Because the feet of the 
foolish woman, go down to death, and her steps take 
hold on hell, there is no ground for inferring, that 
her steps take hold on endless torments. {ft must 
first be proved, that there 7s a place of eternal mis- 
ery, and that the word hell is the proper name [or it, 
before We can maintain that this latter term means 
ihe former, But as fir as we have gone, we have 
found, that the word, hell, in no instance, can apply 
to such a place. We therefore maintain, that to 
make the word, in its present situation, refer to what 
it is commouly supposed it does refer to, is a gross 
violation of terms, and what no person, if he had any 
plausible argument on his side, would resort to. 

Prov. vii. 27, “ Her house is in the way to hell. 
going down to the chambers of death.” ix. 18, “But 
he knoweth not that the dead are there, and that hei 
guests are in the depths of hell.” These two passa- 
ges having a great similarity with the last examined, 
they require no more ef our observations here, than 
to remark, that they happily confirm the observations, 
which werelast made. Inthe former passage, “ Her 
house is in the way to hell. going down” where? to 
endless burnings? No. To the chambers of the 
dead. in the second, hell is said to be inhabited by 
the dead, generally ; a strong confirmation that the 





. bb] eur > y 1 
holy ong to see corruption. David, as the type ot 


grave is the true meaning of the wise man. 


Prov. xv. 11, “Well and destruction are before 
the Lord; how much more the hearts of the children 














eae 
of men?” Jf hell and destruction are endless mise- ont 
ry, because they are before the Lord, (and this is the = 
only descriptive intimation in the text, as in Job xxvi. Vi 
6,) then also must the hearts of the children of men _ 
be places of greater endless misery (if the solicism 
may be pardoned) for they are more exposed to his 
view. See our remarks in the passage referred to. iin 

Verse 24. “The way of life is above, to the wis 


that he may depart from hell beneath.” For the 
reason, as we before remarked, that the course 
vice and liceatiousness serve to ruin health, & short- 6 
en life, and to lead, consequently, to death—to hades 





hell beneath ;.so virtue, temperance and ~ wl? 
by promoting cheerfulness and health, Jead : be: 
and peace. It is an established truth, that the ways 8 
of wisdom are the ways of pleasantness; that, in do-~_. no 
ing the commandments there is great reward; that aad 
in discharging our duty, consists our greatest pleas- tea 
ures ; while the ways of sin lead to moral death and ‘ac 
misery, and the way of the transgressor is hard. The ed 
life of the righteous shall be prolonged—while the ual 
wicked shall not live out half his days. eve 
ORIGEN. of 

— les: 

FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCEX eca 

we: 

TO “NAZARENUS.” mo 

Sir—As I learn by several observations in your for 
pieces, published in the Christian Intelligencer, that ac 
you are a man far advanced in life; such, as your the 
having conversed with Mr. Murray, more than 46 the 
years ago, as well as from the plain and forcible man- fec 
ner in which you relate farts and connect arguments, pri 
I hope you will be willing to have me, who am also one 
aman of age and experience, propose to you a few ye 
questions, concerning what you have written. If I eur 
should have occasion hereafter, to make any reply, int 
and should do it in a proper and decent manner, I wa: 
trust my arguments would be allowed a place, as well hac 
as yours. sub 
if Il remember right, you promised your “religious at 
neighbor who called on you,” that you would soon as ( 
give him a more scriptural defence of your doctrine. tur: 
Now, sir, 1 want you to redeem that pledge, and anc 
present us with three or four passages, which,agreeing val 


with the general tenor of revelation, go to prove that an 
all mankind will finally be holy. 


$00 

In your last communication, which I have read, Pri 
over and over again. you intimated, that as soon as ifes 
convenient you would give the natural import of fea: 
Christ’s words at the Eucharist or Lord’s supper, and the 


“what efiect he designed they should have, on the " 
minds of his disciples.” Now [am unable to con- 
















ite 

jecture what you will say. If the design was, as ni 
Murray thought, * to remember Jesus every time we nro 
eat bread or drink wine,” why not also make a sac- me wh 
rrament of washing our hands or using a towel, and ten 
every thing else which Jesus did, as setting an ex- m offi 
ample? Js it not as proper to have a religious cele- j 
bration once a week, or once a month, as to have an Ch 
annual celebration of St. John’s day, or the birth of hive 
our nation? Perhaps by this means, we shall often- inj 
er, and more heartily think of the suffering Saviour, rul 
when not partaking the sacrament. se of 
PETRUS. “any 





Foa SALE AT THtS OFFICE, 
A few copies of the “ Christian Intelligencer,” 
and 2, bound together or separate. 
A few copies of “NOTES ON THE-PARAE 
Hosea Battou. : 
A SERMON on the Parable of the Rich Man a 
A SERMON on the Marriage of the King’s § 
A volume of SERMONS, by Rev Hosea Ballo 
A SERMON on the “Spring Season of the G 
Rev. Dolphus Skinner, of Langdon, N. H. 
And a number of other Pamphlets, favoring the doct 
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